
RUSTLIN’ UP SOME RATTLESNAKE FACTS! 

Rattlesnake season is rapidly approaching and that means it’s time for dogs to 

get their annual rattlesnake vaccine booster. Here are some key facts about 

rattlesnakes in our area, the rattlesnake vaccine and how you can better protect 

your dog from getting bitten.  

 Snakebites are ALWAYS an emergency:  

o Even after your dog is vaccinated against rattlesnake venom, they should be taken to a veterinarian 

for evaluation and care as soon as possible following the snakebite. Veterinarians can determine 

whether your dog will require additional treatment.  

o Rattlesnake bites can result in serious injury or even death to thousands of dogs each year.  

o General rule of thumb – the smaller the rattlesnake, the worse the bite. Smaller or younger 

rattlesnake bites are worse because they can inflict multiple bite wounds and cannot control the 

amount of venom that they inject.  

 Rattlesnake Vaccine:  

o The rattlesnake vaccine was developed specifically to help defend dogs from the dangerous effects of 

rattlesnake venom. However, it is important to remember that this vaccination is NOT a cure; it can 

only reduce the overall impact of the snakebite.  

o The rattlesnake vaccine must be given yearly in order to protect your dog. The vaccine itself lasts 

approximately 6 months.  

o If your dog has never received a rattlesnake vaccine before; then they must receive two vaccine 

injections at least 30 days apart. 

 Where and When? 

o  Rattlesnakes are most active in warmer seasons, from spring to autumn. Specifically in Sonoma 

County we will see them starting in the month of March through August (on occasion up until the end 

of September).  

o Dogs are at risk of rattlesnake bites if they live in areas where rattlesnake habitats are common like 

on vineyards and ranches, near water or rock walls. Dogs may also encounter them while they are 

hiking, camping or hunting with you.  

o Rattlesnakes are present everywhere in our practice area except in the middle of town.  

 What to look for:  

o If your pet has been bitten, then you will see at least one or more of the following symptoms – 2 

distinct puncture wounds, a blackberry jam like discharge, and immediate swelling. 

 Training:  

o We at HVH feel strongly that getting your dog vaccinated coupled with aversion training is the best 

way to protect them. If you are interested in training your dog to avoid rattlesnakes altogether, there 

are aversion training methods available. Check out Rattlesnake Ready, LLC 

(http://rattlesnakeready.com/ or call Cody Will at 530-200-1880). Alternatively Pet Care Veterinary 

Hospital in Santa Rosa is hosting a rattlesnake aversion training clinic on Sunday, March 26
th

 – click 

here to sign up (http://socalrattlesnakeavoidancetraining.com/Schedule.php).  
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